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Emperor managed to evade all these concession with
the exception of the last, to which he acceded on Baji
Rao's agreeing to pay him a nuzzer of six lakhs of rupees.
This was a stroke levelled by the Delhi minister against
the Nizam, and had the immediate effect of arousing the
latter s jealousy and of deciding him to actively support
the Emperor in order to overthrow the minister, Khan
Dowran. Several skirmishes occurred in front of Delhi
with varying success, but ending generally in favour of
the Peishwa, who, having received the concessions which
he had asked for of the Government of Malwa, at length
returned to the Deccan, where for some time he was
engaged in military operations with the Portuguese.

In the meantime, taking advantage of the Peishwa's
absence, the Emperor prevailed at last upon the Nizam
to' repair to his court, and bestowed upon him the
governments of Malwa and Guzerat in the name of his
eldest son, Ghazi-ud-Din, but on the condition that he
should drive the Mahrattas out of these provinces,
Baji Rao at once returned with an army of 80,000 men,
and crossing the Nerbudda met the Nizam near Bhopal
in January, 1738. No pitched battle ensued, but by
means of a series of skilful manoeuvres he managed to
hem the Nizam into such a position that he was practically
helpless, and in the following month had to sign a con-
tention in which he granted to the Peishwa the whole
of Malwa and the complete sovereignty of the territory
between the Nerbudda and the Chambul. But here
again, we have an example of Asaf Jah's diplomacy and
ability : the price by which the peace was bought was in
reality paid by the Emperor and not by the Nizam.
He gave away the province of Malwa, which had never
beea really in his possession, whilst his own dominions

intact.     In   1735,   Nadir   Shah   invaded